
REGULAR TOWN COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
AUGUST 3, 2020 

Minutes of the Regular Town Commission Meeting of the Town of Ocean Ridge held on Monday, 
August 3, 2020 at 6:00 PM in the Town Hall Commission Chambers and virtually through 

Gotomeeting.com. 

CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor de Haseth at 6:00 p.m. 

Mayor de Haseth read the following statement into the record: 
Pursuant to Executive Order No. 20-69, issued by the Office of Governor Ron DeSantis on March 20, 2020, 
municipalities may conduct meetings of their governing boards without having a quorum of its members 
present physically or at any specific location, and utilizing communications media technology such as 
telephonic or video conferencing, as provided by Section 120.54(5)(b)2, Florida Statutes. The member of 
the Town Commission who appeared remotely for the meeting was Phil Besler. 

Town Clerk Armstrong informed that the agenda, the material for each item on the agenda, and the notice 
regarding the virtual meeting were made available beginning July 29, 2020. The Town Clerk also explained 
the methods of participating in public comment and gave tips on participating virtually. 

ROLL CALL 
Town Clerk Armstrong led the roll call, which was answered by the following: 

Commissioner Besler 
Vice Mayor Coz 
Mayor de Haseth 
Commissioner Hurlburt 
Commissioner Wiescholek 

Present 
Absent 
Present 
Present 
Present 

(Town Clerk's Note: Commissioner Besler participated remotely and Vice Mayor Coz was absent with 
notice.) 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mayor de Haseth led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mayor de Haseth thanked staff, including officers, for their dedication to the community through Hurricane 
Isaias. She stated that staff was prepared for the worst and was grateful that Hurricane Isaias did not hit as 
expected. She also thanked the Ocean Ridge Garden Club for posting signs throughout Town showing their 
appreciation for the Police Department. 

ADDITIONS, DELETIONS, MODIFICATIONS, AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Commissioner Hurlburt moved to approve the agenda as submitted; seconded by Commissioner 
Wiescholek. Motion carried 4-0. 

PRESENTATIONS 
There were no presentations scheduled. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
a. The next Regular Town Commission Meeting will be held on September 8th at 6:00 PM at Town 

Hall, to include the first public hearing on the Budget for FY21. The next Planning & Zoning 
Commission meeting will be held on August 17th at 8:00 AM at Town Hall. The Board of Adjustment 
will meet on August 19th at 8:30 AM at Town Hall. The Septic to Sewer Citizens' Advisory 
Committee Meeting for August has been cancelled. The next meeting date is to be determined. 
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b. A Town Charter Amendment Referendum Election will be held on August 18, 2020 along with the 
Primary Election. I El 18 de agosto de 2020 se celebrara una elecci6n de! referendum de enmienda 
de la Carta de la Ciudad, junto con la elecci6n primaria. 

c. Residents who wish to sign up to receive important Town notifications and news through Civic Ready 
should sign up on the Town's website or call Town Hall for assistance. 

Town Manager Stevens announced that Town Hall will be closed on September 7, 2020 in observance of 
Labor Day and noted that the Regular Town Commission Meeting usually scheduled for the first Monday 
of every month was rescheduled to Tuesday, September 8, 2020 due to the holiday. She further noted that 
the Regular Town Commission Meeting on September 8, 2020 would also feature the first public hearing 
of the proposed budget for FY21. 

PUBLIC COMMENT-(3-minute individual limit) 
Ron Kim, 5510 N. Ocean Blvd, noted that he was notified that the Florida Department of Transportation 
(FDOT) approved the Crown Colony crosswalk. On behalf of Crown Colony and the Yacht Club, he 
thanked Representative Caruso, Vice Mayor Coz, and Mayor de Haseth for guiding them through the 
process. He offered his assistance to staff to help complete the project. 

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA (Items that do not require discussion) 
1. a. Adopt Minutes of Regular Town Commission Meeting of July 6, 2020 

b. Adopt Minutes of Special Town Commission Meeting of July 6, 2020 
c. Approve Expenditure of up to $37,975 to Raftelis Financial Consultants, Inc. for Water Service Area 

Analysis 
d. Approve Expenditure of $3,955.00 to Jones Foster for Legal Services for June 2020 
e. Approve Expenditure of $8,356.70 to Roberts, Reynolds, Bedard & Tuzzio PLLC for Legal Services 

for June 2020 
f. Sign Engagement Letter for FY20 Auditing Services with Nowlen, Holt & Miner, PA 
g. Approve Renewal of County Law Enforcement Mutual Aid Agreement 
h. Extend Torcivia, Donlon, Goddeau & Ansay Legal Services Contract for One Year 
i. Extend Engenuity Group Engineering Services Contract for One Year 
j. Update Public Works I & Public Works II Job Descriptions 
k. Resolution No. 2020-16: A Resolution Of The Town Commission Of The Town Of Ocean 

Ridge, Florida, Approving And Implementing Performance Measures For Compliance With The 
National Flood Insurance Program; Providing An Effective Date; And For Other Purposes. 

I. Authorize Town Manager Stevens to Sign FEMA Grant Documents for COVID-19 

Commissioner Wiescholek moved to approve the consent agenda as submitted; seconded by 
Commissioner Hurlburt. Motion Carried 4-0. 

REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS 
2. First Reading of Ordinance No. 2020-04: An Ordinance Granting to Florida Power & 

Light Company, Its Successors and Assigns, an Electric Franchise, Imposing Provisions 
and Conditions Relating Thereto, Providing for Monthly Payments to the Town of 
Ocean Ridge, and Providing for an Effective Date. (By: Town Attorney Shutt) 

Town Clerk Armstrong read Ordinance No. 2020-04 into the record by title only. 

Town Attorney Shutt briefed the Town Commission that FPL approached the Town to renew the FPL 
franchise agreement to allow them to provide electric service to the residents of the Town and to provide 
for the payment of ce11ain fees to the Town. He further briefed the Town Commission of the changes in the 
proposed agreement. The changes were as follows: payments by FPL of property taxes/fees would not 
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be deducted from the franchise fee payment resulting in a revenue increase to the Town for 
franchise fees; and a provision was added to the agreement to provide that in the event FPL grants 
a greater franchise fee to another similar municipality in Palm Beach County then the Town would 
have the opportunity to also request an increase as well. 

Mayor de Haseth invited the Florida Power and Light representatives, Sophia E. Eccleston and 
Monica Barns, to the podium. Ms. Eccleston introduced herself as the External Affairs Manager 
for FPL and clarified that the franchise fees for FPL were returned to the Town and that the Town 
of Ocean Ridge had the ability to set the limit of the fees for residents, which was at 5.5% and 
could be increased to 6% maximum. She further explained that one of the key differences in the 
proposed Franchise Agreement is that FPL would no longer be deducting taxes from the Franchise 
Agreement. She stated that FPL approached the Town to renew their agreement prior to the 
expiration date to allow the Town to receive higher revenues with this change. Commissioner 
Besler asked Ms. Eccleston to repeat her statement, which Ms. Eccleston did. 

Mayor de Haseth thanked FPL representatives for being present and for providing the Town with 
the opportunity to increase the Town's revenue. She asked Ms. Eccleston if there were any 
unforeseen circumstances by FPL that the Town should be aware of that would cause the Town to 
regret renewing the Franchise Agreement ahead of schedule. Ms. Eccleston responded that many 
other Town's within Palm Beach County had renewed their Franchise Agreement with FPL earlier 
than their expiration date and that the new Franchise Agreement was more of a benefit to the 
municipalities than it was to FPL. 

Mayor de Haseth asked Ms. Eccleston about the fee increase per resident and whether the residents 
would see the change on their bill. Ms. Eccleston responded that each resident would see a 90 cent 
increase on their bill and that would be revenue that would come directly to the Town. Town 
Manager Stevens confirmed that the 90 cent increase would be revenue to the Town. 
Commissioner Besler noted that the residents would break even because the amount that they were 
paying on their light bill will be returned to the Town, which reduces the need for taxation, to 
which Town Manager Stevens confirmed. 

Commissioner Wiescholek voiced his concern that the proposed Franchise Agreement offered 
additional revenue with no catch. Ms. Eccleston, FPL External Affairs Manager, stated that there 
was a Franchise Agreement in place and that it was part of the revenue process for the Town. She 
stated that the new proposed agreement would just allow the Town to receive additional revenue 
through franchise fees and there was no catch. Town Manager Stevens stated that the new 
Franchise Agreement would benefit FPL because it would allow FPL to have the same agreements 
throughout the County. She further stated that Ocean Ridge was one of the last cities to renew the 
Franchise Agreement, to which Ms. Eccleston confirmed. 

Commissioner Wiescholek asked why FPL did not have a rate for governmental agencies. Monica 
Barns, Legal Counsel for FPL, stated that the Public Service Commission determines rates and 
billing. She stated that the Public Service Commission also has a formula in place to calculate 
billing rates and FPL does not have influence over that. Mayor de Haseth suggested that 
Commissioner Wiescholek speak with State Representatives about adding a governmental rate. 
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Mayor de Haseth voiced her frustration with the redundancy of Telecommunication poles within 
the Town and that it was a visual blight. She stated that she was also concerned regarding the 
hazard the poles could cause during or after a Hurricane as it could cause roadblocks for residents 
to evacuate or come into Town to check their belongings. Ms. Eccleston stated that she recently 
became aware of the issue and that she would research which Telecommunication Poles were not 
being used before discussing further on what can be done. She further stated that she would be 
following up with more information. She asked that residents and the Town also reach out to other 
Telecommunication companies about the issue, as there were other lines on the poles. 

Mayor de Haseth asked if the "X" placed near poles meant that the pole was scheduled to be 
removed, to which Ms. Eccleston stated that she was unsure of what the "X" stood for. 

Commissioner Wiescholek asked Town Attorney Shutt whether it was possible for the Town 
Commission to demand from ATT or Comcast to remove the redundant poles. Town Attorney 
Shutt responded that based on experience with Telecommunication companies that it would be 
difficult to get them to comply and that he was not aware that the Town would have the ability to 
demand such request. 

Mayor de Haseth called for public comment, and there was none. 

Commissioner Hulrburt moved to adopt Ordinance 2020-04 on first reading; seconded by 
Commissioner Wiescholek. Motion carried 4-0. 

3. First Reading of Ordinance No. 2020-05: An Ordinance of the Town of Ocean Ridge, 
Florida, Amending its Code of Ordinances by Amending Chapter 64 "Zoning", Article 
I "District Regulations", Section 64-1 "RSF and RSE Single-Family Residential 
Districts"; Amending Chapter 66 "Environmental Regulations", Article II "Flood 
Damage Prevention", Division 3 "Flood Resistant Development", Section 66-26 
"Buildings and Structures"; Amending Chapter 67 "Buildings and Building 
Regulations", Article II "Coastal Construction", Section 67-17 "Coastal Construction 
and Excavation Setback Line" and Creating Section 67-18 "Coastal Construction 
Setback Line" to Provide Further Regulations for Structures Constructed East of the 
Coastal Construction Control Line; Providing for Codification, Repeal of Conflicting 
Ordinances, Severability, and an Effective Date. 

Town Clerk Armstrong read ordinance No. 2020-05 into the record by title only. 

Town Attorney Shutt advised that staff was directed to make changes to the Town's regulations regarding 
construction east of the coastal construction control line and that staff worked with the Planning and Zoning 
Commission to present the proposed ordinance. He noted that the proposed ordinance provides that any 
construction or excavation that would be occurring east of the 1979 Coastal Construction Control Line must 
be approved through the variance process currently in the town code. However, if there was an existing 
structure east of the 1979 line and the construction contemplated did not involve any extension beyond the 
footprint of the existing structure then a variance would not be required. He stated that the current ordinance 
allowed construction to occur east of the 1979 line if there was adequate engineering data provided to the 
Town that showed there was no adverse effect upon beach erosion, hurricane protection, coastal flood 
control and shoreline rehabilitation. Town Attorney Shutt also noted the updated definition for "usable land 
space" because the current reference to "usable land space" provided that the public health unit of the state 
would determine the usable land space, which is incorrect. He informed that the ordinance was codifying 
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the process that staff had in place and that there must be a unity of title before any construction could begin 
on a piece of property that was separated by a public right-of-way. 

Mayor de Haseth called for public comment, and there was none. 

Commissioner Besler asked if the proposed ordinance discussed the dune crossovers. Town Attorney Shutt 
stated that crossovers will be addressed in a separate ordinance. He further stated that Town Code does not 
currently regulate crossovers; therefore, the proposed crossover ordinance would add regulations for 
crossovers. 

Commissioner Wiescholek asked if the proposed ordinance would require unity of title to do any work on 
a dune crossover. Town Attorney Shutt clarified that a unity of title would be needed if the properties were 
separated by a right-of-way and if the lot was considered not buildable. He further stated that the following 
proposed ordinance that addresses crossovers would further clarify dune crossover regulations. 

Mayor de Haseth noted that this issue was based on many concerns as the Town moved forward in regards 
to sustainability. She stated that this would make a statement about protecting the community. 

Commissioner Wiescholek moved to adopt Ordinance 2020-05 on first reading; seconded by 
Commissioner Hurlburt. Motion carried 4-0. 

4. Second Reading of Ordinance No. 2020-01: An Ordinance of the Town of Ocean Ridge, 
Florida, Amending Its Code of Ordinances By Amending Chapter 2 "Administration", Article 
II "Officers And Employees", Division 3 "Town Clerk", And Creating Division 5 "Town 
Treasurer" To Provide that the Town Clerk and Treasurer are Two Distinct Positions and not 
the Same Position; Providing For Codification, Repeal Of Conflicting Ordinances, Severability, 
and an Effective Date. (By: Town Manager Stevens) 

Town Clerk Armstrong read ordinance No. 2020-01 into the record by title only. 

Town Manager Stevens advised that the proposed Ordinance No. 2020-01 provided flexibility to the Town 
to be able to either hire a Town Clerk that has been properly trained as an accountant and can also serve as 
the Town Treasurer, or to hire a Town Clerk for specific duties as a Town Clerk, and to appoint another 
employee as the Town Treasurer. She noted that no additional staff would be needed due to this change, as 
the Town already has staff in place for these positions. Mayor de Haseth asked Town Manager Stevens if 
the proposed ordinance was just codifying what was in place, and Town Manager Stevens confirmed that 
it was. 

Mayor de Haseth called for public comment, and there was none. 

Commissioner Hurlburt adopted Reading of Ordinance 2020-01 on second reading; seconded by 
Commissioner Wiescholek. Motion carried 4-0. 

5. Second Reading of Ordinance No. 2020-03: An Ordinance of the Town of Ocean Ridge, Florida, 
Amending Its Code of Ordinances By Amending Chapter 66 "Environmental 
Regulations", Article IV "Landscaping", Division 3 "Tree Permits", Section 66-152 
"Duty To Trim Coconut Trees" to Require the Trimming of Coconut Trees in the 
Public Right-Of-Way by an Adjacent Property Owner; Providing for Codification, 
Repeal of Conflicting Ordinances, Severability, and an Effective Date. (By: Town Attorney 
Shutt) 

Town Clerk Armstrong read ordinance No. 2020-03 into the record by title only. 
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Town Manager Stevens read her memo from the package into the record, which informed that Ordinance 
No. 2020-03 would require the trimming of coconut trees in the public right of way by an adjacent property 
owner. She stated that the proposed ordinance was the original intent of the Town Commission, but that 
she was unsure on whether the Town Commission should adopt the ordinance until staff does more research. 
She further stated that the way the proposed ordinance was written would cause many residents to be sent 
to Code Enforcement, which would be expensive for the Town and residents. 

Mayor de Haseth called for public comment, and there was none. 

Mayor de Haseth suggested that the Commission discuss Code Enforcement prior to making any decisions 
in regards to Ordinance No. 2020-03. 

Commissioner Wiescholek moved to table item #5, Ordinance No. 2020-03, until after agenda item 
#6, Code Enforcement; seconded by Commissioner Hurlburt. Motion carried 4-0. 

6. Code Enforcement Direction 
Town Manager Stevens stated that she would like to review Code Enforcement with the Town Commission 
because one of the biggest challenges faced by the Town was the individual opposing views of 
Commissioners and residents alike regarding code enforcement. Some have expressed the desire to 
approach code enforcement softly, while others would like to take a more aggressive approach, yet others 
were completely indifferent. She stated that staff was looking for consensus from the Town Commission 
regarding the Code Enforcement direction. Town Manager Stevens stated that the Town has a new Building 
Official, who wanted to present a possible new direction for Code Enforcement. She introduced Building 
Official Guy. 

Building Official Guy introduced the topic by stating that the biggest issue with the Town's code 
enforcement was that it dealt with all of the cases the same. He proposed that the Town implement a tiered 
program and treat items according to the severity of the item. He stated that the first tier would be a violation 
notice, the second tier would be fines placed, the third tier would be having the violator go in front of the 
Special Magistrate, and the fourth tier would be abatement. 

Mayor de Haseth called for public comment. 

Ron Kirn, Crown Colony, stated that he was in favor of having educational programs for residents because 
there was a lack of education by residents of the Town Code. He was also in favor of the tier suggestion 
that would notify residents of their violations and provide them with the tools to comply. Assistant Town 
Clerk Gatewood noted that the Town already issued a Notice of Violation letter to the violator providing 
them with the violation, time to comply, and what would be needed to comply. Mayor de Haseth stated that 
the Town needed to be proactive and do an education outreach prior to residents violating Town Code. She 
further stated that she was in favor of the tier system and education for residents and asked staff to compose 
a list with further information detailing where each code violation would fall in the tier and to provide more 
information on the tier system. 

Zoanne Hennigan. 91 Island Drive South, was in favor of the tier approach to code enforcement and 
education outreach to residents. She stated that she had seen the two extremes of enforcement where one 
was a soft approach while the other was an aggressive approach. She agreed that it would be preferable to 
have a system where people could get notified first, then the fine, and if there was no compliance then they 
would go before the Special Magistrate. Mayor de Haseth stated that the issue for Code Enforcement should 
be addressed with the notion that there were two types of Code Enforcement, which were Residential and 
Construction Site Code Enforcement. She stated that a majority of the issues arise due to construction 
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because of the length of time and construction may even cause flooding to neighboring homes. Building 
Official Guy concurred with Mayor de Haseth and welcomed any ideas from residents. 

Commissioner Hurlburt was also in favor of the tier approach. She liked that the tier approach would have 
levels and would separate the minor issues, Residential, to the major issues, Construction. She stated that 
on many occasions that the Town tries to work with the residents and does not achieve compliance for a 
long period of time. She asked that staff draw a proposal that would show the code violation and the time 
frame to comply within the tier. She also suggested for the Building Official to do an education night once 
people were allowed to socialize. Mayor de Haseth stated that staff must also focus on executing the plan 
once the plan was in place. 

Commissioner Wiescholek was also in favor of the tier approach. He stated that the goal was not code 
enforcement, but code compliance. He further stated that the residents needed to be aware that they were in 
violation of the code and concurred with the public comment by Mr. Kim that the Town should focus on 
educational outreach. He explained that the tier approach would be beneficial to those that have a minimal 
code violation, such as dirty roof. Mayor de Haseth concurred with the shift in wording from Code 
Enforcement to Code Compliance. She stated that one of the issue that the Town would face would be the 
seasonality of the residents and that the Town should know how to get in contact with the residents when 
they were away and provide them options on how to comply. 

Mayor de Haseth asked how the Town becomes aware of a violation. Police Chief Hutchins stated that the 
Town always strives for code compliance, but the issue was that often people would not comply because 
they did not like to be told what to do. He stated that Code Enforcement is complaint driven from either 
neighbors, community residents, or Commissioners. He noted that the Town highlights code sections to 
residents in the Town newsletter, and on other social platforms, but even those educational outreach 
platforms do not seem to work. Chief Hutchins commended Building Official Guy for the idea of the tier 
system and stated that the Town would prioritize any violations that were life or safety. He stated that staff 
should also review the abatement threshold and compliance deadlines. Mayor de Haseth commended staff 
and stated that it was a great first step to working on Code Enforcement. She also stated that all guidelines 
set by the Town would apply to everyone within the Town, even Commissioners or Commissioner's 
neighbors. 

Commissioner Besler was also in favor of the tier system. He also stated that staff should have an outline 
of rules for the Town. Mayor de Haseth concurred, and proposed the Town to implement a top 10 constant 
violation flyer. Chief Hutchins noted that the Town had a new resident package that offers details and 
information to new residents of general guidelines of the Town. He stated that the new resident package 
could be revised to include more information on codes. Town Clerk Armstrong noted that the Town has a 
general permitting outline of what requires a permit and what the applicant would need to submit for the 
permit. There was a consensus for staff to work on the tier system for Code Enforcement along with 
the execution of the system, who will be doing the execution, and the follow up guidelines. 

5. Further Discussion of Ordinance No. 2020-03 

Item #5 was removed from the table and discussed. Mayor de Haseth proposed that the ordinance be 
postponed to a date certain and that it goes back to staff for further research. Town Manager Stevens asked 
the Town Commission to also make a motion to pause all Code Enforcement cases in regards to coconut 
trimming if this ordinance is postponed. Town Clerk Annstrong noted that if the Ordinance was not deferred 
to a date certain, then staff would have to re-advertise, to which Mayor de Haseth concurred. 
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Commissioner Hurlburt stated that the Town Commission should review the whole ordinance in its entirety. 
Town Manager Stevens stated that if there were too many changes to the ordinance then the ordinance 
would have to go back for first reading. 

Mayor de Haseth stated that the intentions were to protect homes from projectiles during a storm and to 
hold Single Family and Multi-Family Homes accountable for any injury or damages if the coconuts were 
to fall. Commissioner Hurlburt concurred and reiterated that the ordinance should be reviewed in its entirety 
to see if it addressed the intent of the Town Commission. Commissioner Wiescholek asked if the Town 
Commission should pause any ordinance in regards to trimming of coconuts or if they should just deny the 
one proposed. He also asked Chief Hutchins about the Code Enforcement cases regarding coconut 
trimming. Chief Hutchins stated that based on the way the ordinance was written that it did not meet the 
intent of the Town Commission. He explained that there were homes who were in compliance by the 
compliance date of July 1, but their coconuts were now fully grown again. He stated that the intent was 
people and property safety and that it should not have been tied to a date certain of July 1. Town Manager 
Stevens concurred that coconuts can grow to full size during Hurricane Season, to which Chief Hutchins 
concurred. 

Mayor de Haseth asked to defer the ordinance until staff could better address some of the issues within the 
ordinance. Town Manager Stevens noted that the intent of the amendment was to remove the Town from 
the liability to trim the coconut trees in the right-of-ways of properties. She noted that the Town was 
incurring additional costs by trimming all the coconuts within the right-of-way, to which Mayor de Haseth 
dissented that the original ordinance did not require the Town to trim coconut trees in the right of way. 
Town Manager Stevens clarified that the original Ordinance, Ordinance 2019-11, required that every 
homeowner trim their coconuts and because the Town owned the right-of-way, then it would be in charge 
of those in the right of way. She suggested that the Town Commission adopt the ordinance so that the Town 
could stop incurring additional costs. 

Commissioner Wiescholek stated that the ordinance could not be enforced until staff did more research and if 
the ordinance was not going to be enforced, then it should not be adopted. Town Manager Stevens asked the 
Town Commission to pass the ordinance, but instruct staff not to enforce the ordinance and to address concerns, 
to which Mayor de Haseth concurred. 

Town Attorney Shutt asked for clarification if the Town Commission was looking to give consensus to staff to 
not enforce the current code in place regarding coconut trimming, to which Commissioner Wiescholek 
confirmed that the Town Commission wanted to pause enforcement on the adopted Code regarding coconut 
trimming. He noted that coconuts falling from a tree could be a safety hazard because it could injure people 
and damage property. Mayor de Haseth asked that staff re-draft the ordinance with the idea that coconuts pose 
safety hazards even out of Hurricane Season, and Commissioner Hurlburt concurred. 

Ron Kim, Crown Colony, stated that Crown Colony paid to have their coconut trees trimmed in order to comply 
with Town Code and he was against the Town Commission pausing the enforcement of the ordinance. He 
stated that the ordinance was adopted for safety reasons and it should continue to be enforced. Mayor de Haseth 
clarified that the Town would still ask homeowners to comply and trim their coconuts, but that the Town 
Commission did not want to bring any cases regarding failure to trim coconut trees to the Special Magistrate 
due to the costs associated with that. 

Commissioner Wiescholek asked resident Ron Kim if the coconut trees around Crown Colony were located 
on a place where it could cause an injury to persons, to which Mr. Kirn responded that Crown Colony has 
coconut trees throughout the area. There was a discussion of whether the coconuts drop or if they become a 
projectile and the Town Commission asked staff to review the hazards of coconuts and redraft the ordinance 
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accordingly. Chief Hutchins reiterated that one of the issues of the ordinance was that it required a compliance 
date of July 1, and did not take into account that coconuts continue to grow and could pose a threat at any time. 

Mayor de Haseth asked staff how to move forward and how the Town was handling the coconut trimming 
violations. Chief Hutchins stated that the Police Department had sent out violation letters to all the residents 
that were not in compliance asking them to trim their coconuts and that the Town gave reasonable extensions 
to those that called to notify the Town that they would be trimming it. Mayor de Haseth asked how many of 
the residents never responded to the violation letters. Chief Hutchins stated that he did not have the exact 
number, but that it was over 50 residents that never responded to their violation letter. Mayor de Haseth stated 
that she was against having an ordinance in place that would not be enforced. 

Commissioner Hurlburt asked staff how they would like the Town Commission to move forward, and Town 
Manager Stevens responded that the Town Commission should adopt the ordinance on second reading with 
the condition that any violation of the ordinance not be taken to the Special Magistrate. She stated that the 
proposed ordinance would be beneficial to the Town since it would remove the town from the requirement to 
trim coconuts in the right-of-way and that staff would then redraft a new ordinance that would address the 
issues. Town Attorney Shutt concurred with the Town Manager's statement. Commissioner Wiescholek voiced 
his disapproval for passing an ordinance that was not going to be enforced. Mayor de Haseth stated that the 
adoption of the ordinance would just release the Town from the liability of having to trim the coconuts and 
staff would go back to redraft to address all the issues. 

Commissioner Wiescholek stated that the Town should not suspend the enforcement of coconut trimming that 
was placed near the right-of-way or in locations where the public could be injured. Commissioner Besler asked 
who would be liable in a lawsuit if the Town failed to enforce the ordinance. Town Attorney Shutt stated that 
the Town was ultimately responsible for the right-of-ways and that if someone was hurt on the right-of-way, 
then it would be dependent on whether the Town was aware of the issue and whether it failed to do anything 
to correct the issue. 

Mayor de Haseth clarified that the ordinance should still be enforced and that staff should continue to look for 
compliance from the residents, but that the only thing that the Town Commission would pause would be that 
no one would go to the Special Magistrate for failure to trim their coconuts. Commissioner Hurlburt concurred 
and stated that staff would draft a new ordinance that would address concerns. 

Commissioner Wiescholek asked who would be liable if someone fell off a ladder while trimming their coconut 
trees to comply with the ordinance, to which Town Attorney Shutt stated that it would be dependent on the 
situation and whether the Town played a role by being negligent in any way. He stated that anyone could sue 
the Town for anything, but may not have standing in court. He reiterated that ultimately the Town was 
responsible for the right-of-way. 

Commissioner Hurlburt moved to approve the adoption of Ordinance 2020-03 on second reading with 
the conditions that staff would redraft the ordinance to address issues proposed by the Town 
Commission and directed staff to continue pursuing compliance with the section code without bringing 
current cases to the Special Magistrate; seconded by Commissioner Wiescholek. Motion carried 4-0. 

Commissioner Besler suggested that the Town only allow trees with no coconuts in the future. Mayor de Haseth 
responded that Commissioner Besler was welcomed to propose that idea ifhe wanted to. 

7. Authorize Town Manager Stevens to Enter into a Three-Year Contract with Point & Pay for 
Debit/Credit Card Payment Processing Services (By: Town Manager Stevens) 

Town Manager Stevens introduced the item by noting that staff wanted to enhance services by accepting debit 
and credit card payments. She reviewed companies and suggested that the Town Commission enter into a three-
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year agreement with Point & Pay as she had personal experience with the company from the two previous 
Towns she worked for and had checked references. She noted that neither the Town Auditor nor the Town 
Attorney had any concerns with the agreement. 

Mayor de Haseth called for public comment, and there was none. 

Commissioner Wiescholek asked for clarification on whether the Town would stop accepting cash or check if 
the Town entered the agreement, to which Town Manager Stevens stated that it would not require anyone to 
pay by debit or credit card, but it would rather be a convenience option to residents. Commissioner Wiescholek 
was in favor of the Town accepting debit and credit card payments, and for staiting the steps to accept pe1mits 
electronically. Town Manager Stevens informed that the Town budget would decrease slightly by accepting 
permits electronically because the Town would not have to expend funds to scan plans. 

Commissioner Hurlburt authorized the Town Treasurer to begin accepting debit/credit card payments, 
and to authorize Town Manager Stevens to negotiate a contract with Point & Pay for debit/credit card 
payment processing services at no cost to the Town; seconded by Commissioner Wiescholek. Motion 
carried 4-0. 

STAFF & COMMITTEE REPORTS 
8. Planning & Zoning Commission 
Mayor de Haseth invited Planning and Zoning Commission (P&Z) Chair, Mark Marsh, to the podium. 

P&Z Chair Marsh stated that based on personal experiences that coconuts were not a projectile, but rather they 
fell straight down and that the palm fronds were usually more destructive. 

Chair Marsh briefed the Town Commission of the Planning and Zoning Meeting of July 20, 2020 by stating 
that the meeting sta1ted by paying t1ibute to former P&Z Chair, Jerry Goray. He stated that P&Z reviewed and 
approved two Development Plan applications. One was 15 Spanish River Drive, which was approved with 
conditions, and 28 Hudson was approved as submitted. He fmther stated that P&Z also reviewed ordinances in 
regards to the Coastal Construction Control Line, sheds, and fences. He informed that the Coastal Construction 
Control Line ordinance was approved to go forward to the Town Commission, while staff is still re-drafting 
the other two. He stated that the shed ordinance was returned to staff due to issues with the setbacks and that 
crossovers were also discussed as it related to DEP. He fu1ther stated that there were issues with the fence 
ordinance. 

Chair Marsh explained to the Town Commission that the intent for P&Z in the Development Plan Review 
process was not to re-design a home, but rather to give suggestions and guidelines to the applicant. He 
welcomed the public to attend the next P&Z Meeting on August 17, 2020. 

9. Town Manager 
Town Manager Stevens advised that her report was included in the meeting package, and reported on the 
following: 

• Palm Beach County extended the emergency order until August 23 rd that mandates facial coverings 
be worn in all businesses and establishments, in all county and municipal buildings, on Palm Tran, 
and in any outdoor public places where social distancing cannot be accomplished. We ask that our 
residents and visitors continue to do your pait in wearing a facial covering, maintaining proper 
social distancing, and washing hands frequently to help slow the spread of this deadly virus. 
Emergency Orders and other information related to COVID-19 may be reviewed on the Town's 
website at www.oceanridgeflorida.com. We hope you all continue to remain safe and healthy! 

• She recently sent a funding request to Senator Rubio, Senator Scott, and Representative Frankel 
requesting that CARES Act funding go directly to municipalities. The first round of CARES Act 
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funding went directly to the County, and while we did receive some PPE from the County, we are 
seeking to receive direct revenue for reimbursement of other COVID-19 related expenses. Another 
request was sent directly to Governor DeSantis requesting that he extend our ability to host virtual 
meetings until the expiration of the state of emergency related to COVID-19. I will update you all 
as things progress. 

• In the month of July, the following employees had anniversaries with the Town, and we thank them 
for their dedication to the Town of Ocean Ridge: Treasurer Jean Hallahan, 15 years with the Town; 
Public Works II Billy Armstrong, 10 years with the town; Sergeant Ermeri, 5 years with the town; 
Sergeant Pilon, 5 years with the town; and Lieutenant Scott McClure, 4 years with the town. 

• FDOT has preliminarily approved the Crown Colony crosswalk, and the Town Engineer was 
working with FDOT personnel on the placement of the crosswalk. As soon as the placement is 
approved, the Town Engineer would submit the plans and necessary application paperwork to 
FDOT for final approval. 

10. Town Attorney 
There was no report. 

11. Police Chief 
Chief Hutchins advised that the Police Department report was included in the meeting package and included 
monthly police department statistics. He noted that Census workers were in Town knocking on doors to get 
residents to complete their census. He noted that they were easily identifiable, but that anyone could call 
the Police Department to question if they were census workers or not. Mayor de Haseth asked if Census 
workers only go to the homes of those that had not completed their census, to which Chief Hutchins 
confirmed. Town Clerk Armstrong advised that Ocean Ridge was below the national and county response 
rate average, and that played a role into Census workers being in Town. Town Manager Stevens added that 
a low response rate would mean a decrease in funding for Ocean Ridge. She urged the public to complete 
their census. Mayor de Haseth asked if there was a one-page flyer that could be handed to multi-family 
units, to which Assistant Town Clerk Gatewood noted that the Town already did that. Commissioner 
Hurlburt suggested that Town staff do an email blast to all residents asking them to complete their census, 
to which Town Manager Stevens concurred. Chief Hutchins also urged the public to respond to the Census. 

Chief Hutchins thanked all the residents for the patience and understanding during the Hurricane Isaias 
preparation and response exercise. He stated that the Town became aware that there was the possibility 
that they would be hit by a category 2 hurricane and the Town activated the emergency response plan. He 
stated that the preparedness plans went well. 

Zoanne Hennigan, 91 Island Drive South, commended the Police Department and maintenance workers for 
helping remove a snake from her home. Mayor de Haseth stated that community policing was a part of 
Ocean Ridge. 

Commissioner Besler asked about the change to the schedule for the police vehicles, to which Chief 
Hutchins stated the change in schedule was made recently due to Town Commission concerns. 

12. Town Engineer & Public Works 
Town Manager Stevens advised that the Town Engineer & Public Works report was included in the meeting 
package, and that she would be able to answer any questions. Mayor de Haseth commended staff on the 
details within the report and Commissioner Hurlburt concurred. 

13. Building Official 
Building Official Guy advised that his report was included in the meeting package, and reported on the 
following: 
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• His first weeks of being the Building Official at Ocean Ridge were quite pleasant and he received 
warm welcomes and open arms from fellow staff and the community as a whole. 

• He commended the actions that the Town currently had in place to mitigate drainage issues. 
Specifically, the use of trench and driveway drain systems that are currently implemented in new 
construction. 

• He voiced his concern that properties that attempt to do upgrades just shy of the 50% Substantial 
Improvement (SI) rule were denying the overall community the mutual benefit of the improved 
drainage mitigation to the entire community and implored the Town Commission to explore the 
reduction of the Sustainable Improvement threshold to: 1. Expand the installation of the enhanced 
drainage requirements; 2. Increase our Community Rating Score (with FEMA); 3. Lead to lowering 
the community ' s flood insurance rate; and 4. Improve the overall drainage capacity of the 
community. 

Building Official Guy noted that Substantial Improvement threshold was calculated over a 5-year period. 
He commended the staff, in particular, Building Clerk, Lisa Burns, for helping him implement his ideas. 
He stated that he was excited to continue along the path that had already been established by the Town of 
Ocean Ridge. Mayor de Haseth commended Building Official Guy for his new thinking and ideas. 

TOWN COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
Commissioner Hurlburt mentioned that she was appalled that many residents were not wearing face masks 
while on Old Ocean Blvd. She proposed that the Town do an information table to get people to wear a face 
mask while surrounded by others. Mayor de Haseth asked if the original educating attempt was successful, 
and Chief Hutchins stated that education was key and that the Town could do an informational table to 
continue to reach out to residents. 

ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting Adjourned at 8: 19 p.m. 

Minutes prepared by Town Clerk Armstrong, and adopted by the Town Commission on August 3, 2020. 
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